EAST HANOVER ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
411 RIDGEDALE AVENUE
EAST HANOVER, NJ 07936

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2012
The enabling legislation of the Environmental Commission requires the commission
make an annual report to the governing body of the municipality (40:56 A-4).
The Environmental Commission engaged in numerous activities throughout 2012 that the
Commission hopes improved the environment of East Hanover. The following is a brief

summary of the highlights of 2012.

Membership (as of December 31, 2012):

Christopher Manak, Chairman 2014
George McDonald, Vice-Chairman 2013
Loriann Esposito 2014
Gary Lombardi 2014
Dino Cirelli 2013
Tom Scorsone, 2014
John McCann, 2015
Student Assoc. Member Christie Jacob 2012
Consultant Member Adnan Khan 2012

The East Hanover Environmental Commission (EHEC) will be entering the New Year
with two vacancies, both alternate positions. Regular member Adnan Khan resigned as a
regular member, effective January 31, 2012, but wanted to remain on the Commission. A
new position was added to the bylaws (see below).

Activities:

Patriot’s Path Hike — Mbrs. Cirelli, Lombardi, Chair Manak and Janet McMillan of the
Morris County Park Commission attended a hike of Patriot’s Path from Smith’s Ditch to
Lurker Park, on February 15". An assessment of damage after storms, blow down
removal, litter check was conducted, as well as relocating blazes around downed trees.
The entire walk took about 2 hours.

Patriot’s Path Spring Cleanup — Mbrs. Cirelli, Scorsone, Lombardi, Esposito, Vice
Chair McDonald, Chair Manak, Meghan VanDyk (Daily Record Grassroots editor), two
township residents, and six middle school girls volunteered three hours of their time
cleaning up the path from Louis to Daniel Street on a cold rainy day, March 31%. We
removed 17 bags or equivalent to approximately 100 cubic feet of litter. A Daily Record
report and photographer covered the cleanup (see attached Grassroots and Daily Record).



Home Depot donated garbage bags, water and gloves. Dunkin Donuts on Ridgedale Ave
donated coffee and donuts.

Patriot’s Path Fall Cleanup — Members McCann, Scorsone, Cirelli and Chair Manak
attended a cleanup on October 20™. The area from Daniel Street to Smith’s Ditch was
cleaned up. The area wasn’t as bad as expected, from the aftermath of the Hurricane.

Bylaws Amendment — A new position, Consultant Member, was introduced on first
reading, on February 8, 2012, to the Commission bylaws. The second and final reading
was held on March 14, 2012. The bylaws amendment was adopted on March 14, 2012
(see attached).

PSE&G Power Lines — Chair Manak, with member Cirelli and Councilman Martorelli
attended a public hearing regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Statement on
January 26, 2012 at the Farmstead Golf and Country Club in Lafayette, NJ. On behalf of
the Commission and the Township, Chair Manak submitted a detailed three-page letter
opposing the Susquehanna-Roseland 500kV Transmission Line and supporting the NO
BUILD alternative as the “NPS-preferred Alternative” (see attached). The letter was also
printed in the Hanover Eagle (see attached).

Sustainable Land Use Planning Grant — Barbara Heskins Davis, of The Land
Conservancy of New Jersey, assisted the Township, and the Commission in applying for
and receiving, a $5000 matching grant from ANJEC for an Update to the Environmental
Resource Inventory (ERI) of the Township of East Hanover. The Township will have to
contribute $5000, and ANJEC will contribute the other $5000. Several maps have been
designed, updated, and edited. The draft ERI was presented to the planning board on
December 11™. The EC suggested, at it’s December 12™ meeting to add additional maps
and several streets to the maps in the draft ERI.

Hatfield Swamp Wildlife Preserve — The Township and The Land Conservancy of NJ
both own the Hatfield Swamp. Four inspections are conducted every year. The last
inspection conducted the end of August showed that signs installed by the Land
Conservancy were cut down. It was suggested that at the next inspection that the
Parsippany police department, as well as the NJ State Police, and Fish and Wildlife
officers a re notified and invited.

One Day One School — Members McDonald and Lombardi attended this event, held on
October 13™. The Township also donated $300 on behalf of the Commission. The
Commission received a certificate of appreciation, at the Florham Park Borough Council
Meeting on Tuesday, November 20™, for contributing time and money (see attached).

Site Plan Review:

76 Overlook Avenue — reviewed and commented on application for variance for a two
family home. The Planning board denied the application.



34 DeForest Avenue — C&L Towing wanted an addition in the back of an existing
building. The application was reviewed and we found no major environmental concerns.
The application was approved.

453 River Road — Chandra & Sushila Butani — wanted minor subdivision with variances.
There are a lot of wetlands on the property. This is a flag lot that also runs behind the
homes on Fox Run Drive. A letter was composed and sent in with our environmental
concerns, recommending denial of this application. This is still ongoing.

In Conclusion:

I would like to take this time to personally thank all those members who served on the
Commission this past year especially our secretary, Rosemary Arellano, for all her work,
George McDonald for his dual work on the Commission and liaison to the Planning
Board, our Student Associate Member and Hanover Park High School Environmental
Club liaisons, for their hard work with the Commission.

The Commission also thanks the Mayor, Township Council, Administrator, Health
Inspector, and Department of Public Works for their ongoing support of the Commission.

Christopher Manak, Chairman
East Hanover Environmental Commission
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Volunteers clear the land, the bogs and the banks of - the Whippany River

By Jamie Duffy
For FlorhamParkHanover This Week

Three Saturdays a year,

members of the East Han-
over Environmental Com-
mission rise early and
head down to clear out a
boggy section of the Patri-
ot’s Path, a mile long,
branch strewn trail nes-
tled along the Whippany
River.
March 31 was one of

those Saturdays, and de-
“spite the rain and the -
damp, 15 volinteers par-
ticipated. Environmental

Commissioner Chiris Ma-
nak brought with him
32-gallon trash bags and
work gloves donated by

‘Home Depot. Coffee, hot

chocolate and pastries
were provided by the

Dunkin’ Donuts on Ridge- ’

dale Avenue.

The cleanup ran from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.. And Manak
said 17 bags or about 68
cubic feet of trash was
collected.

At past cleanups — on
sunny days, when up to 40
people volunteered —
there have been as many

ag 40 bags of trash col-
lected:

“We were pulling ev-
erything out,” said Manak,
who keeps track of the
bags of trash and piles of
tires set out on the road
for the Department of
Public Works to pick up.

It’s not exactly a trea-
sure trove waiting for the
volunteers, but the ¢lean-
ups that started about four
years ago have reduced
the amount of debris that

* comes in from the river

and the trash drivers pitch

. from the road, ignoring

the message there’s no
dumping in this environ-

. mentally sensitive area.

“It's unnecessary,” said
Tom Scorsone who worked
in tandem with Dino Cirel-
1i, another EC commission-
er, separating the recy-
clables from the trash.

“We found tires; bot-
tles, garbage, a car seat,
branches, tiles and a ham-
mock,” said Cirelli:

George McDonald and
Gary Lombardi, two land-
scapers on the commis-
sion, brought their own
equipment and lopped off

dangerous branches and

. made plans to bring in
vehicles to get rid of some:

larger piles of trash —
heaps of scrap metal and
chunks of concrete.

“That’s a new one,* said"

McDonald, who lives on
the other side of town next
to the Passaic River, as he
pointed to a big pile of
lawn refuse and concrete
block. Some of the tires,
he said, came from the
upheaval of Tropical
Storm Irene in October.
Established in the =~

19708, The Patriof’s Path is’

the signature hiking-only
trail established by the
Morris County Park Com-
mission. Its varied terrain
runs 60 miles east and
west through Motris
County. Some of it i§
paved; other pathways are
crushed stone and gravel,
cinder and even gravel
beds from railroad lines.
The stretch in East
Hanover adopted by the
environmental commis-
sion follows the river
between two bridges that

See TRAILS, Page 5



TRAILS

Continued from Page 1

meet at Troy Road and is a
natural bed of weeds and
earth. Adopting a trail
means agreeing to clean
up the designated area —
usually a mile or two —
three times a year and fill
out reports indicating
‘downed trees so'the Parks
Commission staff can
remove them, said Janet
McMillan, trails coor-
dinator. Volunteers also
prune, pick up litter and
“blaze” trees, a term used
for marking the trees with
colored symbols along the
trails to guide hikers and
rescue teams.

Elizabeth West and
Barbara Hullings have
worked as a team at the’
cleanups for a long time
and have taken on other
commitments, too. West
has spent years walking
Troy Road and picking up
trash as she goes along the
mile-plus stretch. A local
company has agreed to let

‘her dump the trash at its
location: She takes the rest
home to recycle.

As for Hullings, Manak
said: “She’s like a dream
come true.” She personal-
ly adopted the part of .
Patriot’s Path adjacent to
her backyard.

“What we do for our
section she does herself

bl

it

E\Ilzabetﬁv‘\‘lest.

for all of Lurker Park. It
goes through the woods,”
Manak said and runs from

Ridgedale Avenue to Riv-

er Road.

Commissioner Loriann
Esposito brought along
several eighth-grade girls
to help and see for them-
selves firsthand how
dumping can compromise
anatural area.

Student Nicole DeRo-
gatis came away thinking:
“There’s no reason to

. dump, and we should get

in and help out our com-
munity.” Classmate Savan-
nah D’Andrea found “that
doing little things makes a
big difference.” ’
McMillan, who started
the Adopt-a-Trail program
in 1995, said there is no
financial commitment.
There are 80 volunteer
groups who have adopted
trails in 18 county parks
and in trail systems. All of
the trails can be found at
www.morrisparks.net.

To adopt a trail, volunteers
are asked to attend the
next workshop at 7 p.m.
April 19 at the Haggerty
Education Center in
Morristown. Information:
973-326-7604 or
jmcemillan@

morris parks.net.

Chris Manak.

From left, 13-year-old volunteers Carly Calderone, Nicole DeRogas;nd Ashley French.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Give back to the t

By Meghan Van Dyk
Staff writer ’

Janet McMillan has
been busy blazing new
trails in Morris County
parks.

This week, she finished
posting diamond-shaped
teal trail markers onthe
missing and final stretch
of the 16-mile Columbia
Trail in Long Valley and
led a team who blazed five
new colored trails in
Tourne County Park,
which spans Boonton,
Denville and Mountain
Lakes. And soon, she'll
post new signs in Mount
Hope Historical Park in
Rockaway.

“It's been amazing to
see how the trail system in
Morris County has grown
since I joined the Park
Commission in 1995,” said
MecMillan, trails coor-

"dinator. “It Kas tripled in
size. The trails are a facil-
ity unto themselves, and
hiking has become an
activity, a real passion,
around here.”

The new trails are good
news for all Morris Coun-
ty residents who love the
woods. It’s not only an
opportunity for new ad-
ventures ant nature explo-
ration, it's a chance to give
back to the forests that
nourish us.

For new trails means
the need for new stew-
ards. McMillan manages
Morris County’s Adopt-a-
Trail program, a network
of volunteers who care for
80 trails in 24 county park -
areas, such as the 60-mile
Patriot’s Path. Stewards
oversee manageable
stretches of trajl — clear-
ing litter and downed
branches and cutting back

" invasive species.

In addition to the satis-

faction that comes with

" - .giving back, stewards will

ledrn some valueable
skills, McMillan says, such
as how to read blazes,
invasive species identifi-
cation, too] safety and tips
to keep safe in the woods.

On March 31,1 joined
14 volunteers who fanned
out onto a mile stretch of
Patriot’s Path in East Han-
over managed by the
township Environmental
Comumission en,a rainy
mornping. Trash bags in -
hand, we cleared plasti¢
bottles snack food bags
and broken glass, much of
it swept down the Whippa-.
ny River when its banks
swelled after Tropical
Storm Irene. Tires, hunks
of scrap metal and'acar - -
seat Were also among the
debris cleared.

Even though litter and
tired remained after we
left; environmiental com-
mission chairman Chris
Manak considered the .
cleanup a success. The
group cleared 17 bags, or
about 68 cubic feet of
trash. At past cleanups —
on sunny days; when-up to
40 people volunteered —
there have been as many
as 40 bags of trash col-
lected, he said. -

“It’s simple being a
steward,” Manak said.
“We come out here to do
clean-ups af least three

olunteer Ellzabeth West gundes
at the East Hanover Commission’s Adopt,A Trail cleanup on, ;

Volunteers make their way to the Rockaway River at the fourth annua
Potbelly s Riverside Cafe, drew more than 100 people. kareN FUCITOFOR THE DAILY. RECORD

tire along Patnot's Path |

March 31 KAREN MANCINELLI/FOR THE DAILY RECORD

Volunteers Carly Calderone Nicole DeRogatls and Ashley
French, all 13, carry a bag of trash on Patriot's Path at the

March 31 cleanup. KAREN MANCINELLUFOR THE DAILY RECORD.

times a year and issue ’
reports to the county
about what we see.”
There’s something

« special about people who
volunteer their time tend-
ing trails. They under-
stand the beauty of their

backyards and see the
value of working to keep it

- clean, even if it seems like

a drop in the bucket. .

A new steward recently
put his desire to give back
this way:

“He uses the trail and it

R N T N | F P

wasn't clear to him that it
continued'on,” McMillan

. said:"He wants to help

clear it so it’s in better
shape, so others can follow
it”

Morris County resi-,
dents looking to velunteer

- for the two-year post as an,

Adopt-a Trail volunteer

can reglster to.attend an
orlentatlpn meeting at 7
p.m: on: April 19. Those

interested should contact ' *

Mchllan at 973-326-7604
or Jmcmxllan@morrls-
parks.net for.more in-
formation.

For those looking to
give back without the
commitmment can attend
one of these upcoming
cleanups:

» The Morristown
Clean Communities Com-
mittee is holding a town-

iver cléanup on March 24 The event hosted by

wide clean up at 9 a.m.
April 21. Volunteers can
meet at the Town Hall
Parking Lot, 200 South St.
for registration and wark
assignments with light
refreshinents. Sites in-
clude parks, playgrounds,
parking Iots and road- -
ways. Information: Kath-
leen O'Neill Margiotta at
k-margiotta@townof-
morristown.org.

“» The Chatham Town-
ship Environmental Com-
mission’s 10th annual
Open Space cleanup will
be held 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. on April 21, at the
Green Village Pond Con-
servation Area, an old
homestead trash heap now
owned by the township.,
More information: 973-
377-6992,

» The East Hanover

Rotary Club will clean up
the banks of the Whippany
River at Ridgedale Ave-
nue and Melanie Lane in
East Hanover at noon on
April 22. This event is
sponsored annually by
Morris County Clean Com-

_munities and the East

Hanover Rotary Club.
Volunteers should meet at
the Departiment of Public
Works building on 8 Mela-
nie Lane. More informa-
tion: 973-428-8200.
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East Hanover Environmental Commission
411 Ridgedale Avenue
East Hanover, NJ 07936
(973) 428-3000

Amendment to the By-Laws

Consultant Member

The Environmental Commission shall appoint up to two persons to the
membership as Consultant Members. These members shall be licensed professional
engineers, a licensed professional planners, or be working at least five years for an
engineering firm. These members need not reside in East Hanover. These members will
have no voting powers. The term of this membership shall be for one year, or as
determined by the environmental commission.

_ X __ 2/8/2012 First reading

X 3/14/2012 Second and final reading

Adopted 3/14/2012



East Hanover Environmental Commission
411 Ridgedale Avenue
East Hanover, NJ 07936

January 27, 2012

National Park Service

Denver Service Center - Planning Division
Attn: Morgan Elmer

12795 W. Alameda Parkway

P.O. Box 25287

Denver, CO 80225-0287

Dear Morgan Elmer:

On behalf of the East Hanover Environmental Commission, and the people of East
Hanover, I would like to comment on The Susquehanna-Roseland 500kV Transmission
Line:

(1) East Hanover supports the NO BUILD alternative (Alt. 1) as the “NPS-preferred
Alternative.”

(2) This project will impair the scenic and cultural landscapes these park units were
created to preserve.

(3) All action alternatives will result in an impairment of Park resources, including
but not limited to visual pollution, wildlife and ecosystems destruction, impacts
on endangered species, scenic vistas, forests, and visitor experience, and noise
pollution from the construction of the stanchions or poles; the mitigation plan
does not go far enough to prevent the impairment of these Park resources.

(4) Impairment would not be “temporary.” Construction of access roads, staging
areas, widening of rights-of-way and the destruction of acres of forests will result
in permanent destruction of park resources, especially core forests and landscape

connectivity values.

(5) Additional alternatives need to be examined in the final EIS including non-
transmission alternatives, which I have discussed below.

(6) Demand response programs, energy efficiency and conservation, and renewable
local energy generation can obviate the need for this line, and do not require the

" use of ratepayer money to construct obsolete infrastructure projects. Energy
demand in New Jersey has dropped over the past three years in part due to such



programs and this project has not been updated to reflect that change in energy
usage.

(7) The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) is the first mandatory, market-
based effort in the United States to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Ten
Northeastern and Mid-Atlantic states will cap and then reduce CO2 emissions
from the power sector 10% by 2018 (http://www.rggi.org/home). Coal fired
power pants of Pennsylvania emit high levels of carbon dioxide, a greenhouse
gas, which contributes to global warming. Why extend this extension cord from
these plants, when the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic needs to reduce these CO2
emissions? What happened to researching and construction of Renewable
Sources, i.e., solar and wind turbine farms? We are supposed to be correcting
errors of the past, not creating new ones. Instead of investing the millions of
dollars on upgrading this conduit from the coal plants of Pennsylvania, why not
invest those same dollars in Green Technologies within New Jersey?

(8) Wind, Solar and biomass are currently available as renewable resources. Wind,
found at the shore and in the highlands, have sustained winds of 11 mph. Solar
would have distributed generation and supply the grid. Biomass is also being
used and includes LFQG, wastewater treatment, wood residue, food waste and
aggregation of resources.

(9) Per NJ Clean Energy, as of October 31, 2011, NJ has more than 490 MW of solar,
with over 12,000 installs, 31 MW Biomass, 8 MW Wind and 1.5 MW of Fuel
Cells. And, as of November 30, 2011, over 12, 896 homes and business have
installed a solar electric system.

(10)Tomorrow, and the future, NJ’s Clean Energy Program anticipates more than
4,430 MW solar, more than 1,100 MW Offshore Wind, 200 MW Onshore Wind,
and 900 MW Biomass. So you can see the future holds renewable energy instead
of old coal fired plants. There is currently a Renewable Energy Incentive Program
(REIP) available through NJ Clean Energy. (See:
http://www.njcleanenergy.com/renewable-energy/home/home)

(11)This project is goes against the New Jersey Energy Master Plan. Why do we
have Master Plans, if they are not going to be used for planning purposes? Towns
and state governments spent money on creating and updating these master plans,
not with the intention of ignoring them.

(12)Why is PSE&G planning to string two sets of cables capable of carrying S00kV
each? The original plan was for keeping the original 250 kV cable and stringing a
new 500 kV line. If you string two cables capable of carrying 500 kV each, that
is what they are going to do. They are not going to string a 500 kV cable and
only run 250 kV through it. The magnitude of 1000 kV (or even 750 kV) will
have its disastrous results (see below).



(13)East Hanover has six (6) recorded cases of brain tumors from residents along the
current 250kV line, and numerous other mortal cancers. To increase the kV lines
from 250 to an additional 500kV, in the magnitude of 300%, will exponentially
increase the incidence of brain tumors and other cancers. Is the “supposed”
reliability of electricity (to be discussed later) more important than human lives?
Do these towers really need to be erected in such a highly populated area, instead
of less populated areas?

Remember Love Canal. Remember Pacific Gas and Electric Company litigation
(PG&E) in 1993. Remember Toms River, NJ and their cancer cluster. We as
residents and concerned citizens of East Hanover do not want to get on the map as
a cancer cluster and in all the media for something that could have been prevented
had thorough research and development been conducted.

(14)To argue that this project will support job creating is putting jobs over
environmental and health concerns of the wildlife and ecosystems within the Park,
as well as the integrity of the same. The Park will suffer irreparable and
permanent damage if this project is allowed to move forward.

(15)Protection of the functions and values provided by upland forests and wetlands in
combating flooding, providing habitat to threatened and endangered species, and
allowing for groundwater recharge provide a greater public benefit than the
Susquehanna-Roseland project.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Susquehanna-Roseland 500 kV
Transmission line. The East Hanover Environmental Commission strongly supports the
NPS to select the “No Build Alternative™ as the “NPS-preferred Alternative” and will
continue to work with the Township council’s effort opposing this project.

Christopher Manak
Chairman
East Hanover Environmental Commission
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